Artist Statement

Shauna Ruby Valchuk has always been interested in the relationship between love and
the internet. For this particular project, she used the app Tinder to produce her results.
She spent months swiping right on everyone she could and eventually interacted with
some of these people by asking personal questions to test their results. Valchuk was
inspired by Noah Eli Gordon’s Inbox, by using her own incoming messages to produce
a product. These interactions were then transformed into postcards - an old medium for
love letters. She was inspired by James Tenney’s Postal Pieces in which he translated his
music on his postcards in a minimalist way. The photos for the postcards are either
stock images from the internet to display baseline type interactions one may have on
the internet or they’re photos she herself took over the summer of places or people that
mean a lot to her personally. She was inspired to use her own life in this piece by Sophie
Calle’s project where a private investigator followed her around to places that meant
something to her. Valchuk then used the "36 Questions That Lead to Love’ to see if the
interactions she had would turn from sexual to personal. The end result of the project is
a humanization of strangers and of the personas people may display on the internet.
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