Food

By

Pr of essor Mockl er
Witing 2204F
Nov. 27th 2018



Logline: An anthology short filmthat follows a biracial
Chi nese/ caucasian girl as she struggles to fit in until
ultimately accepting herself.

| NT. CAFETERI A - LUNCH

JENNI FER (7) walks in with her friends carrying her |unch
bag. Her friends are all clearly white, Jennifer is
m xed. They all sit at a table together

Her friends pull out sandw ches, pizza, soup, etc. Jennifer
pull s out Har Gaw (shrinp dunpling).

MACKENZI E
Ew what's that?

Everyone stops and turns to | ook at Jennifer and her |unch.

JENNI FER
Un It's Har Gaw?

MACKENZI| E
Ew. It | ooks so weird.

ALL EXCEPT JENN FER

EVINAN
JENNI FER
(quietly)
It-it's just a dunpling.
MACKENZI E
It's gross. | can't believe you eat

t hat .

The tabl e | aughs at Jennifer and her neal. She frowns and
puts her neal away. She sips on her juice box.

I NT. FOYER - AFTERNOCON

Jennifer stornms into her house and throws her |unch bag on
t he kitchen counter.

SUSAN (45) wal ks into the kitchen. She is clearly Chinese,
but has no accent.

SUSAN
How was school ?

JENNI FER
Fi ne.



SUSAN
Just fine?

JENNI FER
Yeabh.

SUSAN
Sounds fun.

JENNI FER
Not really.

SUSAN
Did you want to come with ne to pickup
t he Chi nese food for dinner?

JENNI FER
Can we have Pi zza instead?

SUSAN
Pizza? Real |l y?

JENNI FER
Yeah. | don't feel |ike Chinese.

SUSAN
Ckay. If that's what you want.

Susan grabs Jennifer's |lunchbox and takes the thernos out.
She opens it so she can clean it.

SUSAN
How conme you didn't eat your |unch?

JENNI FER
| wasn't hungry.

| NT. COVPUTER LAB - DAY

30 or so kids sit at their own computers. A survey iS up on
everyone's screen.

TEACHER
The school board has asked us to
conpl ete a survey on internet use.
Pl ease answer the questions honestly.

The noi se of students clicking away at their answers begins
to fill the air.

Jennifer sits at her conputer screen. Not clicking. On her



screen the question, Wiat is you ethnic background? Sel ect
t he best option. Her nouse hovers over between the caucasi an
and Chinese option. She finally selects Chinese and noves on.

| NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - AFTERNOON
JENNI FER (16) rounds the corner with her friends all the sane

age. Lockers line the hallways. They stop at their |ockers,
all 5in a row

MACKENZI E
Are you comng to the novies tonight?
JENNI FER
No. | got a family thing. It's Chinese
New Year .
MACKENZI E

OMG it's Chinese New Year?

JENNI FER
Yeah t his weekend.

MACKENZI E
"' mgoing to ask ny dad to make fried
rice. OChh I'm so excited!

JENNI FER
For fried rice?

MACKENZI E
Yeah it's so good.

JENNI FER
It's literally a | eftovers dish.

MACKENZI E
Okay but like ny dad makes it so good.
He adds so nany things!

JENNI FER
It's a boring dish.

MACKENZI E
No. Trust my dad nmakes it so tasty!

Jenni fer opens her | ocker and grabs her |aptop charger.
MACKENZI E (16) grabs sonething out of her | ocker as well.

JENNI FER
Yeah. I'"'msure it's anmazing. Wat



woul d I know? Ready?

MACKENZI E
Yeah.

The two wal k off to their next class together.
| NT. CLASSROOM - AFTERNOON

30 kids sit at desks with their |aptops or at conputers. A
website is witten on the bl ackboard.

TEACHER
Okay cl ass. The whol e school has been
asked to do the drug and al cohol usage
survey. Answer honestly, they wll
throw away t he fake answers.

Jenni fer types the website into her |aptop and begins the
qui z. She stops at the ethnic background sel ect which best
applies question. Her options are as foll ows Caucasi an, Bl ack
or African Anerican, Hi spanic or Latino, Chinese/East Asian,
ot her. She selects the other category.

| NT. CAR - NI GHT
The passenger door opens and JENNI FER (20) gets into the car.

The car has an uber sticker and the driver's phone is up on
t he stand.

UBER DRI VER
Fun pl ans?

JENNI FER
Fam |y di nner.

UBER DRI VER
Ni ce ni ce.

JENNI FER
Yup.

UBER DRI VER
Can | ask you a question?

JENNI FER
Uh. Sure.

UBER DRI VER

What are you?



JENNI FER
Uhhhh. A student?

UBER DRI VER
No no. Like what's your background?
You | ook Spani sh or maybe nati ve.

JENNI FER
Oh. |''m m xed.

UBER DRI VER
Oh nice. Mx of what?

JENNI FER
Chi nese and white.

UBER DRI VER
That's a good m x.

JENNI FER
Thanks?

They sit in silence for a while until they start to approach
a Chinese restaurant. Summt Gardens in English with Chinese
witing belowit on the sign.

JENNI FER
It's just that one there.

Jenni fer gets out of the car sonmewhat slanm ng the door
behi nd her.

I NT. CHI NESE RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Jennifer walks into the restaurant. It is a typical
traditional Chinese restaurant, with fish and | obster tanks
off to the side. Araised platformat the back with |arger
tabl es, a red backdrop, and Chinese Characters in gold. Her
eyes scan for her famly. She spots the blonde hair of a man
sitting at a table with 9 others that have black hair or

bl ack with sone red dye. She wal ks towards the table.

JENNI FER
Hey guys!

AUNT SOPHI E
Just in tine!

Jennifer sits down next to her dad. Their bl onde and nedi um
brown hair stands out anongst the bl ack.



A waitress brings over another place setting. She places the
pl ate, bowl , asian spoon, teacup, and a fork. Then wal ks away
qui ckly.

A waiter brings over plates of noodles, roast chicken,
| obster cooked in ginger and garlic. Jennifer tries to get
his attention.

JENNI FER
Uh. Excuse ne.

He wal ks away w thout | ooking at her.

SUSAN
What's wrong?

JENNI FER
They gave ne a fork.

SUSAN
Oh that's not a big deal

JENNI FER
Yeah, but |1'd prefer to use
chopsti cks.

AUNT SOPHI E
What's wrong?

JENNI FER
Not hi ng. They just gave ne a fork.

The tabl e | aughs together, excluding Jennifer and her dad.

SUSAN

They nust have thought you were white.
AUNT SOPHI E

Can't blanme them W'IlIl get you sone

chopsti cks.

Susan nmakes eye contact with the waiter and notions himover.
He conmes i medi ately. She asks the waiter in Cantonese for
chopsti cks. He wal ks away and cones back right away with
chopsti cks.

JENNI FER
Thank you.

As the dinner carries on, Jennifer exclusively uses her
chopsticks to eat. She struggles to pick up a slippery piece



of broccoli.
AUNT SOPHI E
Way don't you use your fork?
JENNI FER
No | got it.
Jennifer struggles a little longer until finally picking up
t he piece of broccoli. She eats the piece with a smle on her
face.

I NT. FOYER - N GHT

Jenni fer and her parents walk into the foyer through their
front door.

JENNI FER
| can't believe they gave ne a fork!
SUSAN
They couldn't tell.
JENNI FER
It's just insulting! I'mclearly not
whi t e.
SUSAN

They probably just couldn't see you
wer e Chi nese.

JENNI FER
|"mclearly m xed though. Sitting with
you guys it should be obvious |I'm
Chi nese.

SUSAN
It's okay Jen.

JENNI FER
No it's not okay. It's like | don't
fit in anywhere!

SUSAN
You're the best of both worlds.

JENNI FER
Yeah. Sure.



EXT. NI GHTCLUB - LATE N GHT

Jennifer exits a cab and stands to | ook for her friends. She
sees themin line and wal ks over.

MACKENZI E
Ww you just made it

JENNI FER
Yeah sorry.l had a family dinner. It's
Chi nese New Year.

The guy in Iine behind them ERIC (20), |ooks toward Jennifer
when she nentions it. He | ooks m xed race as well.

ERI C
Are you m xed?

JENNI FER
Yeah! Are you m xed to0?

ERI C
Yeah! Chi nese and Wite.

JENNI FER
Yeah ne too!

ERI C
|'"'m Eric by the way

JENNI FER
Jenni fer.

Eric and Jennifer stand next to each other to continue the
conversation

JENNI FER
So... Did you cel ebrate Chinese New
Years toni ght too?

ERI C
Yeah. Had the whol e 8 course di nner
with the fam

JENNI FER
Sanme. The waitress thought | was white
t hough.

ERI C

Did she ignore you when you tried to
call her over?



JENNI FER
No- Not this tinme at |east. She
brought me a fork to eat with.

ERI C
(1 aughi ng)
Oh no! | hate when that happens.

JENNI FER
| know It's |like, excuse me? |'m
clearly Chinese!

ERI C
Yeah exactly! | didn't get nmade fun of
in elementary school just to get
m st aken for white.

JENNI FER
Exact | y!

ERI C
Do all of your friends claimto |ove
sushi and all other asian food now?

JENNI FER
Yeah! They act as if it's this crazy
exotic thing when it's the plainest
t hi ng.

ERI C
O even worse they say they |ove
Chi nese food and then cl ai mchicken
balls are their favourite!

MACKENZI E
Hey!

JENNI FER
Kenz. Renmenber when you were excited
for fried rice?

MACKENZI E
(Quietly)

But fried rice is good.

JENNI FER
Not as good as sticky rice.

ERI C
Oh | love sticky rice!
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JENNI FER
Me too! | |ove Dim Sum

The |ine continues to nove forward. Eric and Jennifer wal k
i nsi de together.

I NT. KITCHEN - MORNI NG

The doorbell rings. GUNG GUNG wal ks into the house and down
to the kitchen.

JENNI FER
H Gung Gung!

GUNG GUNG
(Thi ck Chi nese accent)
Hel |l 0. Hell o.

SUSAN
H Dad!

Susan begins to talk to Gung Gung, in a dialect of cantonese.
Jennifer sits at the end of the island. Not understanding
what is being said.

SUSAN

You ready to make dunplings?
JENNI FER

Yup!
SUSAN

kay dad. What do we need to do?

Susan and Jennifer watch as Gung Gung gets to work on
preparing the ingredients. He cuts up the Chinese sausage,
renoving the casing and mncing it. He rehydrates the dried
shrinp and then mnces it. He boils the pork. Once it is
cooked he takes it and m nces the pork. He finely chops green
onions. In small portions he pours sonme of each int the wok
wth sonme oil. He adds soy sauce, oyster sauce, and a white
powder, probably salt. He puts the nowready filling into a
bow and nmakes anot her batch.

Jenni fer watches his notions carefully. They work in silence.

The filling is now done and Gung Gung brings the bow to the
table. He boils sonme water and adds rice flour and corn
starch to a large bow. He slowy adds the boiling water
usi ng a wooden spoon at first to mx, and then his hands.
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GUNG GUNG
(Thi ck Chi nese accent)
Too hot. 1'Il do this part.
JENNI FER

Are you sure Gung Gung? | can do it!

GUNG GUNG
(Thi ck Chi nese accent)
Yeah. You'd hurt your hands.

The m xture slowy begins to turn into a white dough. Once it
no | onger sticks to the bow he takes a small portion out and
shows Jennifer

GUNG GUNG
(Thi ck Chi nese accent)
Only use this nuch.

He rolls it into a small ball and then uses the press to
press it into a thing circle. He then spoons in sone filling
and pinches the dunpling closed. He places it into the

st eanmer basket .

Jenni fer repeats this along with her nother Susan, filling
steanmer basket after steaner basket. Sonme | ook |ike perfect
replica's of Gung Gung's others need sone work. Wiile she is
filling up the last of the baskets her father cones and takes
a picture.

They steam the dunplings. As they open to reveal the first
bat ch, sone have split open at the top

GUNG GUNG
(Thi ck Chi nese accent)
Wha?

JENNI FER
Sorry Gung Gung. | guess | need nore
practice.

Gung Gung grabs the broken dunpling and stuffs it into his
nout h.

GUNG GUNG
(Wth food in nouth and a thick
Chi nese accent)
Still tasty. Still tasty.

Jennifer smles.
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GUNG GUNG
(Thi ck Chi nese accent)
Good job. You did a good job.

Jenni fer grabs a plate of dunplings herself. M xed between
the perfect and broken dunplings. She eats the entire plate.

SUSAN
Jen?

JENNI FER
Yeah?

SUSAN

Did you apply for that sumer job yet?

JENNI FER
Ch yeah. | need to submt the
appl i cation.

Jenni fer wal ks towards her backpack and grabs her | aptop. She
pulls up the application. He nother is packing up the
dunplings to freeze while her father starts dinner. A pot
roast .

Jenni fer goes through the application questions and sees a
guestion about race. Her options are, Caucasi an,

Lat i no/ Spani sh, Chi nese/ East Asi an, African Anmerican, M xed
Race, or Prefer Not to Answer. She selects the M xed Race
option and hits submt.

Revi si on Not es:
The | argest piece of revision was addi ng an additional scene

to ny short film The main critique that | heard was that
Jenni fer's acceptance of her m xed-race heritage felt too

rushed, which as a result made it unclear. | chose to add a
scene where Jennifer nmeets another m xed-race person and
their bond over their shared experiences. | worried this

m ght feel to coincidental, but as a simlar experience has
happened | ultimately decided to add it to help devel op her
acceptance further. Another coment was that the food
Jennifer is made fun of in elementary school didn't feel |ike
it would garner the teasing as originally it was only fried
rice. Because rice does appear in other cultures diets it
seens odd that she would be made fun of for such a basic
thing. While the fried rice is truer to life, as the scene
had happened, | agreed that for a contenporary audi ence fried
rice probably wouldn't be as understandable as a different

| ooking dish. Wile it was suggested to go with sonething a

| ot nmore out there, |ike chicken's feet, | originally wanted
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to tie back what she is made fun of as the dish that her
white friends are ecstatic about |ater and could not picture

t hem ever eating chicken feet. | ultimtely went with a
shrinmp dunpling. This specific dish has been described to ne
once as looking like ballsack, so | imagine that it is weird

enough, and al so not common to things they have seen before,
that a child would make fun of it.

| chose to not have the teenager version of Mackenzie get
excited for dunplings, and kept it to fried rice, as fried
rice is alot plainer of a dish, and nakes the exotification
of the dish nore realistic, also dunplings can be a rather
personal and famlial dish to nmake, that didn't feel right
for her character to know how to make. | did bring the
dunpl i ngs back up when they are all in line and Jennifer
neets Eric, the other m xed-race person.

An el enent that was unclear during the proposal stage was
what each individual story in the anthol ogy woul d be about,
so during the witing stage | tried to make it clear that
Jenni fer always felt as other or different than her peers,
but in wanting to connect with themlets things go rather

t han pushes the issue, but as she ages and grows to accept
hersel f she pushes the issue nore.

A short filmthat really inspired me was Bao. It is about a
Chi nese nother and her son-that is also a dunpling, and nore
than the novie it was al so nmy experience seeing the filmthat
inspired nme. | connected a ot with many of the scenes in the
nmovi e, especially the food scene where her son | eaves w t hout
even eating any of the food his nother made for him Wile |
loved the film and found it heartfelt and enotional, in the
theatre, of predom nantly white viewers, they often | aughed
and were very confused. It bothered ne that they | aughed so
hard at sonething |I connected to and nade ne realize the | ack
of representation there is for Chinese famlies and stories.
This is why | also wanted to focus on being biracial because
there are not a lot of stories that are told about being
biracial either. I would get to tackle two underrepresented
categories while telling ny story.

The other short filmthat inspired ne was N ght by Joosje
Duk's and how it explores subtle fornms of racism She

expl ores these subtle everyday forns of raci smbut has them
happen to a white wonan i nstead whi ch showases how
unconfortable and racist it actually sounds when it happens
to soneone that usually does not experience that. For

i nstance when a black man wal ks up to her and says "I'm not
really into your type." It's said in the same way nen m ght
say "I'mnot really into black girls" and shows how weird it

is to discount soneone solely based on race. Wile ny story



f ocuses on Chi nese cul ture,

it acted as inspiration.
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